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prepares the way for this sentence: "The 
mighty and the lowly are as one in the essential 
life if they have found the inward kingdom." 
Numberless slaves and emperors are dead; but 
Marcus Aurelius and Epictetus are immortally 
alive. This proves that "true equality is an 
inward thing, and the outward classification of 
the world into the mighty and the lowly is a 
measurement by false and superficial standards." 
Many philosophers have taught this; but 
"Jesus taught it most convincingly and illus- 
trated it the most perfectly in His beautiful 
life." The major part of the book is devoted 
to showing how Jesus in word and deed was the 
perfect proof of this truth. The author has 
drawn her illustrations from the whole range of 
the Gospels with a dramatic sympathy which 
gives us page after page of exquisitely delineated 
antithesis. But the book is more than a dra- 
matic study; it is a "message." The author 
seeks to tell all reformers and promoters of class 
welfare that they may gain their ends and yet 
miss the chief goal of life, which is " to have a 
spirit which is serene in its attitude, which 
walks unmoved, undisturbed, untouched by 
any suffering, which is at one with God — that 
is the highest Good" (p. 147). We wish that 
Mrs. Trask had not indulged in the play on 
at-one-ment which we meet on p. 142. It is 
poor theology and unconvincing. We urge a 
wide reading for this timely book. 



The Papal Chancery. By Reginald L. Poole. 
London: Cambridge University Press, 1915. 
Pp. xiii-t-211. oj. 

This book comprises a course of lectures 
on the history of the Papal Chancery down to 
the time of Innocent III. While it involves 
an anachronism to speak of the Papal Chancery 
prior to the eleventh century, Professor Poole 
finds that the expression states exactly what 
he means, and so as a matter of convenience 
he decides to use it. 

By Papal Chancery we are to understand: 
"The machinery by means of which the Pope 
conducted his business, his secretarial office." 



Although the lectures were primarily in- 
tended for instruction in diplomatic history, 
they meet the wider demand of ecclesiastical 
history, and the still wider demand of general 
mediaeval history. For everyone knows how 
central the Papacy was throughout the mediae- 
val period, and the Papal Chancery in a very 
real sense reveals the heart of the Papacy. 

The truth of the matter is as Professor Poole 
says in his preface: "A book on the subject 
.... is really wanted, for nothing at all deal- 
ing with it has ever been published in English." 
He is thus led to glance briefly at the cause of 
its exposition in modern times. On the basis 
of the work of the distinguished scholars men- 
tioned, Mr. Poole has constructed his book 
which is enriched on every page from his own 
abundant stores of first-hand knowledge. 



The Holy Catholic Church. The Communion 
of the Saints. A Study in the Apostle's 
Creed. By Henry Barclay Swete. New 
York: Macmillan, 1915. Pp. viii-f-265. 
$1.25. 

This book is intended as a textbook for 
candidates for the ministry of the Church of 
England. The two main titles are given on the 
title-page — also the subtitle — "A Study in the 
Apostles' Creed." 

Dr. Swete is an able and scholarly exponent 
of the traditional theology of the English church. 
We do not know of any other book where the 
essentials are so concisely and clearly stated as 
here. 

Dissenters may be interested to know 
whether or no they have any place. Dr.Swete 
says: "Baptized members of such societies are 
by virtue of their baptism members of the Body 
of Christ; for according to the ruling of the 
Western Church the act of Baptism, if admin- 
istered according to Christ's ordinance, is not 
invalidated by irregularities in the status of the 
minister. But this is not equivalent to an ac- 
knowledgment of the claim of these societies to 
be 'churches' in the New Testament sense of the 
word (p. 16)." 



